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find the modern English boy stimulating and the old Egyptian 
humorous. Such are the born schoolmasters, and schoolmasters 
like poets nascuntur nonfiunt. What I was born for, passes my 
ingenuity to fathom." The release from the captivity of teach- 
ing denoted the inheritance of fortune, and there was then no 
need for him to have been born for anything. Being endowed 
with good taste, that and his fortune soon established him de- 
lightfully with a French cook and a valet in a house in London. 
The morals alluded to being comfortable, though not violent, he 
has a friend, one of the best portrayals in the book, gifted with 
"a perception exquisitely keen into the heart of Truth," who al- 
ways welcomes him to a perfectly appointed home of her own. 
Thus we find him leading a happy life of dilettantism, making 
a special study of the Cinque Cento and writing a "History of 
Renaissance Morals." Into this perfect and peaceful existence 
is precipitated a creature whom he ironically terms a Light of 
the Harem, an English girl raised in a harem in Asia Minor. 
She has made an innocent elopement to London with a young 
Englishman, a married man, who blows his brains out rather 
than face the consequences of deceiving her and disgracing him- 
self. The girl, roaming around lost, attaches herself to Marcus 
Ordeyne, and he is led gradually into adopting her. The story, 
one of sixteenth century influence at least controlled by fairly 
good English morals, is very interesting and novel reading. 
One of the characters says to Marcus Ordeyne, "it is your way 
to moralise whimsically on everything as if you were a discon- 
nected intelligence outside the universe," and that tendency 
does cause cynical divagations which become at times wearing. 
However, the work is seriously done, the characters carefully 
and strongly developed, and the whole enlivened by the cynical 
humor of the leading character. 

A Thief in THE NIGHT. Further Adventures of A. J. Raffles, Cricketer 
and Cracksman. By E. W. Hornung. New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1905. $1.50. 

Despite the fact that Kyrle Bellew as the "Amateur Cracks- 
man' ' drew crowded houses in a New York theatre for a season 
or more, and some of the gentleman burglars of the past year or 
two have sworn they were incited to their deeds by the daring- 
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do of A. J. Raffles, honesty compels the statement that this 
additional volume is one too many in a school of literature that 
cannot possibly elevate the human race, or even interest persons 
of average good taste. This particular volume lacks the spirit 
of first treatment of the subject, and Raffles like Sherlock Holmes 
is very evidently dragging out a miserable and mentally attenu- 
ated existence for the money that is in him. 

POLE BAKER. A Novel. By Will N. Harben. New York and London : 
Harper & Brothers, Publishers, 1905. $1.50. 

Pole Baker, whom we have already known as an unimportant 
character in a former novel by Mr. Harben, asserts his rights 
now and has easily the leading personality in the book bearing 
his name. The story really centres around a young man who 
has grown up in, but is not altogether of, this rural North Georgia 
community, and between him and Pole Baker exists an alliance 
defensive and occasionally offensive — a connection that furnish- 
es ample opportunity for the exercise of Pole Baker's innate fine 
feeling and large store of worldly wisdom. Mr. Harben has an 
unusual insight into the character and life of the mountain class, 
and his work in this field in his State is peculiarly his own. He 
is less happy in his treatment of Nelson Floyd and others of the 
better class of society and it is regrettable that in the same vol- 
ume the contrast should be obvious between his strong and diffi- 
cult interpretative work on the mountaineer and his artificial 
treatment of people in average society. 



POETRY 

Peace and Other Poems. By Arthur Christopher Benson, Fellow of Mag- 
dalene College, Cambridge. New York : John Lane, 1905. 

Mr. Benson is not unknown as a poet. He has publish- 
ed several booklets of verse before — "Poems," "Lyrics," 
"Lord Vyet and Other Poems," and "The Professor and Other 
Poems." Deep feeling, a pensive thoughtfulness, and experi- 
ence, are the qualities of his verse. He may write in a minor 



